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ABSTRACT 
Use of literature in the context of English as Second Language(ESL)/English as Foreign 
Language(EFL) has been one of the productive ways to enrich language skills of the 
learners. Literature has been a subject of study, in many countries round the globe, at 
secondary/tertiary level. Although the concept of use of literature in language teaching 
began in 1980s, it is still relevant to the present times because it provides immense scope 
for language development. It is because literature is authentic material that exposes 
learners to the unmodified language in the classroom. Furthermore, it improves language 
awareness and encourages interaction and sharing feelings among the learners. The main 
aim of the paper is to explore some of the ways and means through which literature can 
be best exploited for language teaching and learning. It also presents some of the 
advantages teachers have when using literature for language teaching. The paper is 
concluded with some of the challenges teachers face while using literature in language 
classrooms.   
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Introduction 

Use of literature in language teaching is an enriching experience as literature exposes students to 

nuances of language and broad outlook of society and culture.Uses of literature in language 

classrooms develops appropriate literary strategies among students. Certain strategies such as 

reading to obtain information, analyzing a text both symbolically and philosophically, reading to 

infer information stated both explicitly and implicitly and reading to understand the author’s 

point of view. Lazar (2013) is of the opinion thatencouraging students to read literature in target 

language engender their literary competence they already acquired in their own language. 
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Literary texts further expose students to a wide variety of culture, which broadens knowledge 

horizons of the students. They further influence students positively in cultivating moral and 

ethical values. In addition to these, motivational literature boosts morale of the students because 

it is based on interesting material and motivational theme. Many researchers (see for example, 

Alvermann, 2003, 2004; Lee, 2005; Smith & Wilhelm, 2002)have explored that motivational 

literature develops innate interest and competence in students to read and enrich their language 

skills. This interest comes because students feel passionate about the topic, they discuss it with 

others and it creates multiple opportunities for feedback and practice. 

Although the rise of ELT eclipsed the popularity of using literature in language development, the 

revival of literature is inevitable because of its immense possibilities of developing language 

skills. In literature, there are wide varieties of genres available for practising language skills. 

Genres such as novels, drams, poetry, short stories, plays etc. can be employed effectively in the 

ELT classroom to create learning atmosphere motivating and rewarding.  

In addition to these, use of literature in the ELT classroom promotes opportunities for multi-

sensorial classroom experiences. It can appeal to learners with different learning styles. Texts 

can be supplemented by audio-texts, music CDs, film clips, podcasts, all of which enhance even 

further the richness of the sensory input that students receive. 

Apart from these, literary texts, if graded and selected according to the students’ level, offer a 

rich source of linguistic input and can help learners to practise the four skills - speaking, 

listening, reading and writing - in addition to exemplifying grammatical structures and 

presenting new vocabulary. In line with this thought, Collie and Slater (1990:3), mentions                      

four main reasons, such as valuable authentic material, cultural enrichment, language                   

enrichment and personal involvement, which lead a language teacher to use literature in the 

classroom.  

The paper aims at exploring how a particular genre of literature (i.e. short story) can be used in 

language classroom for the development of language skills.  
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How literature can be used in ELT 

Literature is one of the effective tools in the development of language skills. Several researchers 

define the term literature. The Macmillan English Dictionary (2013) definedliterature as: the 

stories, poems, and plays, especially those that are considered to have value as art and not just 

entertainment.  

Language and literature are interdependent and go hand in hand in enriching language skills of 

the students. Many language teachers explored the possibilities of exploiting literature for 

teaching language skills. Some teachers have a taken a leap and used literature in their 

classrooms which gives them a breath of fresh air, sense of creativity and feeling of liberation. It 

is because using literature regularly provides them several innovative ideas to develop materials 

and teach language skills. Speaking in this context, Obediat(1997) states,  

“literature helps students acquire a native-like competence in English, express their ideas 

in good English, learn the features of modern English, learn how the English linguistic 

system is used for communication, see how idiomatic expressions are used, speak clearly, 

precisely, and concisely, and become more proficient in English, as well as become 

creative, critical, and analytical learners”. 

It is mentioned here that the use of literature as a technique for teaching provides several 

possibilities for teachers to teach language. This technique gradually develops students’ 

competence both in speaking and in writing. It further fine-tunes their ability to express clearly 

and precisely.   

Literature is an authentic source for language learning.for instance, while reading a novel/short 

story, students begin to inhabit it. They feel close to certain characters in the literary text and 

starts sharing their emotional responses irrespective of their identity. This can have beneficial 

effects upon the whole language learning process.  
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There are several kinds of literary texts, both original and abridged, available. Most of these 

stories in English are written specifically for learners of other languages. Some of these types of 

literary texts, which can be studied inside and outside the ELT classroom, include: 

1 Short stories 

2 Poems 

3 Novels 

4 Plays 

5 Song Lyrics 

The researcher has been using some of the types of literature in the classroom to develop 

language skills of engineering students. The following information deals with how a short story 

can be used in the language classroom.  

Use of short stories to develop language skills: 

 Short story is one of the forms of literature, whichcan be used as tool to improve language skills 

of the students. The researcher used the following short stories in the first year undergraduate 

classroom. These stories each is of 100 words length encourage students for think, discuss, write 

and present their views to the class. Speaking in this context, Ubaidkhan (2013) states that short 

stories can be used as a means to develop the following language skills: 

 Teaching Grammar  

 Teaching pronunciation  

 Teaching Narration  

 Teaching Description  

 Teaching Punctuation  

 Comprehension questions  

 Vocabulary quizzes (multiple options)  

 Guessing contextual meanings  
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 Prediction (what next)  

 Making sentences reflecting multiple meanings of a word  

 Writing story (based on given words/storyline)  

 

In addition to these, Ubaidkhan also suggested that students can be encouraged to comment on 

the last line of the story. They can be asked to create a new story based on the ending of the story 

and they can be given creative writing as a home task.  

 

Keeping this in view, the researcher used the following story in his classroom. Student are 

encouraged to read, understand and discuss the story with others and present their views to the 

class.  

 

Short story: 

 

He had planned his whole life on the back of an envelope. She didn’tpossess a pen let alone a 

lifeplan. She was a free spirit. She went with the flow. Love picked him like a tornado and swept 

him in her wake. After ten years she demanded a divorce. She needed certainty in her life, the 

security of knowing her future. He had learned to live from day to day. It irritated the hell out of 

her. “We always kill the thing we love,” she told him blithely as he got out the kitchen knife. She 

hadn’t meant herself. 

The following language material can be usedto develop for language skills. 

Activity 1: Turn over your handout. Enlist the underlined words in the two stories that you  

remember. 

Activity 2: Find out the meaning of the idioms, phrases and words used in the text. Use the  

vocabulary in your own sentences and present to the class. 

Activity 3: Make small groups of 3 or 4 students. Encourage them to comment on the last line  

of the story 
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Activity 4: Make small groups of 3 or 4 students. Narrate a new story with the ending of the  

story 

Activity 5: Grammar- Ask them to fill in the blanks with requisite forms of the word. Inform  

them that some words do not have all the forms. Teacher can select and give  

certain words from the short story. 

 

Verb Adverb Participle Noun Adjective 

Sweep -------------- Swept Sweep  Swept 

     

     

     

     

 

The purpose of short story along with activities is to present one of the possibilities of using 

literature in the language classrooms. The researcher has used some of such in his classrooms 

and received good feedback from students. Most of the students liked reading stories and found it 

interesting for practicing language skills. Some students mentioned that going through some 

stories encourage them in observing not only language but also life itself. Some students felt that, 

some characters they find in the stories are acting out the real and symbolic acts that students 

carry out in their daily lives. Speaking in this context, Sage (1987: 43) states ‘the world of short 

fiction both mirrors and illuminates human lives. Similarly, Arıoğul(2001:11-18)mentions ‘the 

inclusion of short fiction in the ESL / EFL curriculum makes the students’ reading task easier 

due to being simple and short when compared with the other literary genres. 

Challenges of teaching English language through Literature: 

Challenges of using literature come through the following points: 

 The language level of students 
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 The relevance of literature provided 

 The region of literature i.e. Indian literature or world literature  

Language teachers should be careful in choosing, grading and adopting materials to their 

students. 

Conclusion: 

Literature is a powerful medium through which a language can be taught effectively. Besides 

enriching the language skills of the learner, it opens the window into the culture of the target 

language, building up a cultural competence in learners.  

Nevertheless, ideas generated in this paper will not help all the teachers the precise way to teach 

or use literature in the language development. It is because every teaching situation is unique, 

every literary text is different and every theory explaining literature itself or how to use it in the 

classroom is different. The purpose of the paper is to draw on the range of insights available for 

the teachers to use relevant literature for language enrichment of their students. 
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